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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4010

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives G Chandler, Gant, Mstin, Linville, denents,
Li sk, Delvin, B. Chandler, Cox, Schoesler, Sunp, Mtchell, Huff,
McDonal d, Mulliken, MMrris, Kessler, Buck, Reardon, Hatfield,
Radcliff, D. Sommers, Edwards, Thomas, Ogden, Bush, Hankins, Ski nner,
Koster and Dunn

Read first time 02/10/1999. Referred to Comnmttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The federally owned or |icensed dans on the Snake and
Colunmbia rivers in this state provide the fundanental buil ding bl ocks
t hat support the northwest way of life; and

WHEREAS, The danms provide the electrical power that fuels one of
t he greatest economes in the nation and do so wi thout contributing the
air pollution faced by expandi ng econom es el sewhere; and

WHEREAS, The dans provide their electrical power at a cost that
attracts the type of high-paying industrial jobs that support famlies
and comunities; and

WHEREAS, The dans provide their electrical power at a cost that is
affordable by all of its citizens, a situation enjoyed al nost nowhere
el se; and

WHEREAS, The dans provide a river route to eastern Washington for
ships and barges and for allowng comobdities and goods from the
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eastern part of the state, as well as potato products from southern
| daho, bentonite from Womng, talc from Mntana, grain from the
Dakot as, and | unber from Canada to conpete in the world econony; and

WHEREAS, By allow ng these commodities and goods to nove on the
river system the dans relieve the state’s highway system of the
i ncredi bly expensive job of accommobdating the truck and other traffic
needed to support that conmerce; and

VWHEREAS, Sonme have nonet hel ess asked that danms on the system be
breached to all ow a nore natural operation of the river to accommobdate
fish runs; and

VWHEREAS, In 1995, the United States Arny Corps of Engineers
exam ned a w de range of options for operating the Colunbia and Snake
Ri ver basin to enhance anadronous fish runs and conpared the costs and
benefits of thirteen of these options; and

WHEREAS, One of the options exam ned was a "natural river" option
for the Snake River in which the water levels at the four | ower Snake
Ri ver danms would be Iowered to nearly river bed | evels year-round and
the water in the John Day Damon the Col unbia River woul d be | owered to
the dami s m ni nrum dam pool ; and

VWHEREAS, Although the Corps’ 1995 study was for only one part of
the system the | ower Snake River dans, its findings provide a warning
that applies to all danms in the system and

WHEREAS, The Corps found benefits to fish runs for the "natura
river" option that nerely approximate juvenile fish survival under
ot her options that involve fish transport rather than breaching dans,
and it also found the costs of such a dambreaching option to be
st aggering; and

WHEREAS, The Corps found the costs of this Snake River option in
el ectrical power alone to be in the range of one hundred thirty-two to

one hundred sixty-seven mllion dollars annually; and
WHEREAS, The Corps found the cost to shallow draft transportation
of thirty mllion to over thirty-seven mllion dollars annually; an

increase in the cost of punping municipal and industrial water of
approximately four and one-half mllion dollars annually and a |ike
increase in the cost of punping irrigation water; and an annualized
cost of forty-five mllion dollars just to inplenment the changes at the
Snake Ri ver dans and the John Day Damthat woul d be necessary for such
a "natural operation" of the river; and
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VWHEREAS, A followup to the Corps’ study being conducted by a
federal ly convened drawdown regi onal econom c work group may find that
the Corps’ cost estinates are too low, with nore recent estinmates of
the power costs in the two hundred mllion dollars per year range and
i ncreased costs to irrigators at ten mllion dollars per year; and

WHEREAS, These costs woul d be borne by the people of Washington in
very real ways, with over four thousand jobs lost in this state al one
and dramatic increases in power and transportation costs; and

VWHEREAS, Any such breach-the-dans option would even damage the
region’s ability to repay its debt to the federal governnent for the
Col unmbi a and Snake River system by reducing the power revenues of the
Bonnevill e Power Adm nistration used to repay that debt;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
f ederal governnment acknow edge that breachi ng dans on the nain stem of
t he Col unbia or Snake rivers or operating these dans under a natural
river operating systemwould not be nore effective than other options
for enhanci ng anadronous fish runs and that these other options can be
i npl enented W thout the staggering costs to the region caused by the
dam breaching option, and pray that the federal governnent no | onger
consi der breaching these dans as a productive option for enhancing
anadromous fish stocks.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---

p. 3 HIM 4010



